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suit one, it may not suit another. Why have you made of
Aliirnsa a universal precept?"
"When a means has been tried by a scientist and he
has found it of infallible effect he puts it before all. You
know the maxim Vtt f^i 3"*Tf sT^rT^t l' What is true of the
individual is true of the universe."
"But you lay down the same law for a saint and a
robber!"
"The law is the same; the way may be more difficult
for the robber than for the saint. The law is the ideal, no
matter how much individuals may fall short of the ideal."
"But you forget the reality before the ideal."
"No. The reality is always present before me, but my
striving is always to reach the ideal. Euclid's straight line
exists only in our conception, but we have always to postu-
late it. We have always to strive to draw a true line corres-
ponding to Euclid's imaginary line."
As I listened to this I was put in mind of the exactly
similar words of Carlyle: "Ideals can never be completely
embodied in practice. And yet it is never to be forgotten
that ideals do exist; that if they be not approximated to at
all, the whole matter goes to wreck!'Infallibly. No brick-
layer builds a wall perfectly perpendicular; mathematically
this is not possible; a certain degree of perpendicularity
suffices him; and he, like a good bricklayer who must have
done with his job, leaves it so. And yet if he sways too much
from the perpendicular; above all if he throws a plummet and
level quite'away from him, and piles brick on brick heedless,
just as it comes to hand—such a bricklayer is in a bad way.
He has forgotten himself; but the law of gravitation does
not forget to act on him; he and his wall rush down into
confused welter of ruin."
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